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Editorial Letter 


•r^ Dear readers, 

t Due to chonges within our company we ore suspending 

' the publishing schedule for the remainder of this year. The issue 
you ore currently holding in your hand will be the lost edition of 
1999. We'd like to thonk our loyal customers and advertisers 
who mode this project possible. Thank you to the artists end 
writers whose unique imaginotions and sense of artistic 
expression graced the pages of every issue. Most importantly, 
we'd like to thonk the man who was our inspiration, Frank 
Frozetto, for his passionate enthusiasm. 

Issue #8 is easily our most diverse issue yet with stories 
by comic legend Alex Nino, newcomers Seth Fisher and 
Michael Dubisch and colloborations featuring writer Matt 
Nixon, Russian artist Sergei Poyarkov, writer Joe Pruett and 
French-American comics ortist Philip Xavier. Also featured are a 
gallery section featuring Frazetta influenced fantasy artist Zook 
and an essay by the alwoys insightful Dr. David Winiewicz. Our 
business doors will be open throughout the year 2000 for oil 
order fulfillment and any customer questions, requests etc. 
Please feel free to contact us. One more heortfelt thonks to 
everyone involved. Hopefully we'll see you again soon. 
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FRANK FRAZETTAS 
" Spiderman ” 


IronicAlly, the real greatness of Frazettas art stems from the interesting fact that, first 
and foremost, he is not an ARTIST in the traditional sense. It is important to keep our eye 
on the correct priorities. First and foremost. Frazetta is a sp>ortsman. Frazetta has always 
been more interested in LIFE than in art. He is more interested in living than in making a 
living. Frazetta is a hunter, a golfer, a photographer, a husband, a devoted family man and 
a passionate lover of sports. Swinging a baseball bat is just as important as swinging a 
brush. In his late 50's Frazetta led a local softball league in hitting for several years. This 
Intense engagement in life is what energizes Frazetta s art. His art lives because he knows 
how to live. 

As with all important things, this began in Frazetta s childhood. He roamed, ran. jumped 
and stalked all sorts of real and imagined creatures in his Brooklyn neighborhood. His 
costume was a simple sweatshirt adorned with a picture of a black panther. He identified 
with the big cats, with their stealth, smoothness, and quick transition to violent action. 
After a full day of furious activity. Frazetta would return home and immediately begin to 
draw. It was almost as if the world's energy had entered his soul and lit up his 
imagination. That special magical energy would now appear on the page before him. 
Frazetta told me that often he would pray for a rainy day so he could just sit and draw 
without the enticement of the play world calling him. Frazetta is unique. There has never 
been a more physical artist; raised without the dominance of television, video games, and 
other imagination-killing devices. His was a world of comic books, newspaper strips, 
pulps, and his own incredible fantasies. 

Is it any wonder that Frazetta would go on to touch the world with his brush and mind? 
He is a natural, a prodigy, a creative artist of the highest level. SPIDERMAN is a clear 
example of Frazetta s idiosyncratic genius. I strongly dislike this name. This masterpiece 
originally appeared as the cover to the Banner paperback of NIGHT WALK by Robert Shaw. 
NIGHT WALK is a far more desalptive and evocative title. This work is an explosive 
in-your-face composition highlighting the power of suggestiv«iess and the importance of 
color. Man battles creature: it has a direct impact due to the rigorous simplicity of the 
design. Frazetta draws our eye immediately to the essentials. The expressionistlc use of 
color highlights the drama and reinforces the life-and-death mood of the oil. Each 
brushstroke exf^odes with fire and passion. Yet, as always, there is subtlety present. The 
wonderfully intense facial contortion of the hero, the reflected colors on his arm, and the 
eerie blob of green ichor that resonates with earthly morbidity and mortality. The power of 
the oil is energized by the details. Frazetta gives the viewer a lot to ponder. This is where 
Frazetta transcends all cliches and stereotypes, and moves Into the realm of High Art. 

Any other artist would not be able to capture the mood or intensity of this scene. You 
need to live in order to create living art. This is the real secret to Frazetta s appeal. Life 
responds to life! Read any other artist's biography an you will see the same themes over 
and over again. They stru gg le to learn how to draw: they struggle with getting the right 
models; they struggle with their own inadequacies. They turn to alcohol, drugs, 
womanizing, etc. They search for a voice, a distinctive subject-matter, a wealthy patron. 
Frazetta has none of that! His theme is LIFE and all the wonderful and terrible things it 
contains. Because Frazetta is a force of nature, all he needs to do is look within for his 
subject matter. He doesn't have to rely on models or photographs that only serve to 
weaken genuine inspiration, just picture that small boy in Brooklyn with the self-drawn 
panther on his shirt - running, jumping, fighting.. ..LIVING.. ..that is the real Frazetta. 


Dr. David Winiewicz 




, "poFtiLArgp By 
t?BNIZBN5 OF H6U- 


-WHO AMWSeP THEMSeuVCS IN THB 
5imiN5 /WP P£VOURIN<J OF THt 
FUBSHANPeUPOPOFCHIUPg^N, ■ 


MANY WBRf THB CHIVAI.ROU5 
'kniphts who vewTuRep into 

TWI5 AWiSICAL KINSPOM-- 


THtRe eXISTEP A UANP AT THE tOQt 
OF THE WORL.P WHERE EVEN THE I 
I BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE SHUKKSpJ 


'FRIE5T5 TOUP OF I 
THIS LANP RUUEP I 
By CHAOS" J 


'NEVER TO BE SEEN 
OH MEARP AiJAIN. ' 


eiUAN OF THE 
HOUSE OF ROTH 
PARES TO TEAWT THE. 
FATES THIS PAT. 


HIS KINS’S PAUSHTER-- 
TME PRINCESS BRnTAWy- 
-HAS BEEN ABPUCTEP FROM 
THE CASTLE OF HER FATHER. 


HE CARES NOT 
FOR THE WHISPERER 
► FABLES OF THIS 
REALM OF UNCERTAINTV. 


"ANP HE HAS PLEPSEP 
.TO BRINS HER HOME", 




"OR THe faiftlltilKT OF ■ 
HI5 M05T PCIMAl. PeSIReS. 


JOE PRUETT / st«7 
JOE PRUETT Sr ALLEN ROGERS / words 
PHIUP XAVIER / art ^ 








TCLU M£ N 
WHeBE I MAV FIN7 
THE PRIMCESS 
V BBinywy. > 


y^BO NOT >>t 
SEEK TO ' 
ENTTZAP ME 
WITH YOUB FALSE 
L TEMPTAHONS, . 
V. fUX9i. Z 


-ANP I 
WOULP SEE 
HER FRBEP- 



V 




CO»i.ro»i: ^ 
«y KMi^HT. tuan 
«e TO sooTHf dWfly 
youe pdiN tm 
SAnspyyouB 

t?65IRe. >• 


THINK 

NOT. 


• youB lustfuiTS 

CHARMS WILL NOT 
CONC3UER Me, VILe 
CRMTURe.^,/ 


I see 

' PAST yOUR 
PHysicAL eeAtiTY 
ANP KNOW you 
k FOR WHAT 
ps^OU tSi- y 


—k SPAWN ^ 
OF H6LL TO 
i^STeAL rue SOULS 


you KNOW 
NOT WHAT PANOeRS 
you WILL FACe, 
yOUNS KNISHT. 


I you WILL ▼ 
KAve wisHep 
THAT you SuCCUMSeP 
TO My pesiRes 
seFORe youR 

I- QueST IS . 

y V THROUi?H. ^ 


you SHUN THe 
PLeASURe OF 
My PASSION"' 


■’"ANP Rush into rwe colp. 
HARSH UieMCt OF PeATH.* 




I AM ^ 
AWARg OF yOUR 
^ PRgSgNCg. ^ 


Y SHOW yOURSELF ^ 
SO THAT I MAy PISPATCH 

k you TO TVie sates 

OF HEUl. 


weu, 

MORTAL 



r WAMT 
HI5 FU5H! 


' I SA\N HIS ^ 
eves FIRST,' 
THerRe mins/ 
^THeyRe mins.' 



'UNHANP 
Me. P^MONS! 


\AUQHHHt 


r I WAMT ^ 
Hi$ eoNie? wHOte 
so THAT I MAy 
. SUCK THSM per.' 


PSMON.’ 


^ I HAVe ^ 
so TTMe FOB 
THIS PIveRSION 
^ AM/ UJNOBR. > 


IF YOU WILL 
NOT UMHANP Me 
THAN I SHALL BSLieve 
VOU OF YOUR HANP- . 


AAiiee/ N 
He FALLS' 
HIS eoNes' 

PO NOT BBeAK 
HIS BONeS' 




one VIRGIN 
MARROW IS 
inii Mint! 


. THE BATTie IS 
ONE OF LE<?/NO 


HOPELE66LV OUTNUAABEREP, 0ILAN VALMwav 
FKJHTS WITH A FURY AWR SKIUU UNMATCHEP BY 
ANY SAVE THOSE OF THE FABLER ROUNPTABUE.' 


, THE CORPSES CONTINUE TO 
’ MOUNT AROUNR HIM AS HE 
RAISES HIS eWOBR ARM ASAIN- 


-ANR AOAIN. 


IS IT HOURS OR RAYS LATER 
WHEN THE KILLING HAS ENRER- 


•ANR THE BLOOP NO 
UONSER FLOWING? 


-TIME NO LONSER 
MATTERS TO THE 
LONE VICTOR. 



~ vow ^ 

SHOULPNT 5N&AK 
UPOWSOMeONf 
UIK6 TKAT. 


WHAT ^ 
IS THIS? 


kr F-PORSIVe > 
MS... ONSiAN 
NOT ee TOO CAREFUL 
WHEN Ik AREAS 
UNKNOWN TO j 
THEM. 

PIP rou 

■■just SPEAK n' 
TO M£?^4|L 


r you JUST ^ 

SPOKE TO M£- 

irs oNLv potm 

TO ISSUE A 
REPLY, ^ 


r I &6SK ^ 
THE PRINCESS 
SRrrTANY. HAS 
SHE PASSEP 
k^ THIS WAY?^ 


r CLIMS UR?N ' 
ME ANP I WILL 
TAKE YOU 
TO HER. > 



r so TTS A ^ 

RIPS YOU WISH.' 
VfRY WtUt,' A 
RIPS VOU 
^ 5HAU HAVE.' y 



wn^\ 





^ spiral 



m 

fS| 

m 



’ $' '*' 





Y I ^ 

' VOU ABE ( 
AMUSEP, HORSE. 
BECAUSE WHEN I 
RETRIEVE MY y 
L SWORP" ^ 


NOW, NOW.^\ 
ABE THREATS 
MV REWARP FOR 
8BINC5INO YOU TO 
THE ONE YOU 
V SEEK? > 


THE HORSE- 
IT CHANGES. 
BUT INTO 
WHAT? 


INTO A 
PHOOKA MY 
PEAR KNIOHT. 
' AM I MOT 
KANP50ME? 
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WMese IS ^ 
U THe PHitJcess? 
/if y<JO PONT 
Psuivec TH6 SIRU \ 
TO MS NOW, I 
TviCN I'uu oupty jL 
. pei-iveR you /M 
Nw TO HSUU. f,M 


■^SUCH THRSATS 
ARE UNNEEPEP, MY 
SPIRITEP KNIOKT. 


SHE IS^S 
' WE1.U ANP IS 
youRS Fffl? -mE 

’ TAKINO. > 


NOT NAIVE. 
WHAT IS THE 
COST? > 



/^ THE 
PRINCESS' 
SHE IS 
k AEIVE.' 


P^My FATHER^ 
r SENT you?.' you ' 
ARE EAREUy JMORE 
THAN A SOUIRE,' A 
I soy PRETENPINS 
L. TO BE A MAN. > 






NOW PACK 

< TO TMP BUUeS OP 
TVie 6Wi. IF I WIN. 

I Keep TH6 CKABMINiJ 
V PRINCeSS— . 


t "IF you > 
WIN, you ARe 
FRee TO ueAve 
w WITH Hes- . 


jT A CHe66 
' (5AMe? My UIF6 ^ 
IS peiN(5 pecipep 
. py A cHess . 

«?AMC? V' 


WHO WOULP 
HAve Txe 
FIRST wove? 


you WOULP, 
«y P6AR MAN, 
you WOULP. 






' I so^ 
CNJOVA 
(JOOP 
V (SAwe. 


I I Hope you ^ 
PONT MINP THAT 
I TAjCe yOUR UST 
KNK5KT, SIR 
^ KNWWT? ^ 


HMMM. 


CHeCKMATe. 


All. TOO 

Msy. 


I so PIP ejcpeor n 

MOH6 FROM yOU 
«y OOOP MAN, eUT 
WORTHY CHALLSNOeRS 
ARE SO HARP TO 
V coMC py < 
N. NOWAPAyS. 



^TH& PRINCESS SHALL 
OO FREE. RESARPLE5S OP 
THE SAME'S OUTCOME. 


' you ASREEP ^ 
TO MY CHALLENSE 
ANP PAILEP. 

T>IE PEAL 

^ STAMPS. ^ 


YOU’RE ACTUALLY 

QUITE eoop... 

JUST NOT SOOP 
V ENOUSH. > 


?^^RHAPS, IF^ 
SIVEN HME. YOU 
MISHT CWE PAY 
. CHALLEN5E 

ME.^^ 


I AM 
A MAN 
OF WORP. 


P WHAT?.' YOU’RE ” 
JOINS TO LEAVE ME 
. HERE WITH... . 
THAT?.' 


^NO.' I PEAMNP 
TO PE TAKEN TO 
MY FATHER- 


/WERE'S A LONELY > 
WATER FAIRY SACK 
POWN THE PATH J 
A PIT. ^ 
YOU COULP >, 
KEEP HER COMPANY 
ANP PROPAPLY LEARN 
A FEW -nniNSS WHILE 
^ YOU'RE THERE. J 


' I PROPOSE 
ANOTHER MATCH. 

WINNER TAKE 
Sw ALL. ^ 


SHALL WE? 


-AT ONCE.' 


CHECKMATE. 


^PEST^ 
THREE OUT 
k OF FIVE? . 




princess shall 

(SO PREE- RE(SARRLESS Of 
THE SAME'S OUTCOME. 


^ yOUASREEP ^ 
TO My CHALLENSE 
AMP PAILEP. 

THE PEAL 

^ STAMPS- J 


yOU'RE ACTLIALLy 
OUITE SOOP-. 
JUST NCrr (SOOP 
■V ENOUSH. > 


?^RHAPS, IP > 
sivEN HiME, you 
MISHT (?ME PAV 
. CHALLENSE 
ME- 


^ WHAT7-' yOU'RE ” 
SOINS TO LEAVE ME 
^ HERE WITH..- . 
THAT?.'^^ 


^NO' I PEMAMP 
TO BE TAKEN TO 
My PATHER" 


AhERE'S a LONELV > 
WATER PAIRy BACK 
POWN THE PATH J 
--V A BIT. ^ 
you couLP 
KEEP HER COMPAVy 
AMP PROBABLY LEARN 
A PEW THINS5 WHILE 
^ YOU'RE THERE, jt 


ANOTHER MATCH. 
WINNER TAKE 


SHALL WE? 


AtSREEP. 


CHECKMATE. 


^ SEST ^ 
THREE OUT 
k OP PIVE’ 
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IK A LAKD 
BEYOND OUR 
liVWSINATION 

WHEN THE 
OCTOBER AIR 
BEGINS TO 
PIERCE FLESH 
WITH NEEDLE 
SHARP COLD, 
AN AGE OLD 
CONTEST 
DRAWS NEAR... 

TO THE KIN OF 
THE CHAMPION-- 
THE VERY SKY 
IS THE PRIZE. 
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^ you MIGtfr BB ^ 

ON TO SOMETHING 
^ HERE- A 


3€ 



ANP we 

PON'T BVeN KNOW 
WHBRe THB UANKy 
s. MAN IS/ ^ 


we COUL.P 
puoop Twe 
TUNNEUS/ 


we couup 

SEAL THEM 
IN/ 


Sr HAR-UMPH/ WE CAN ONUV 
GUESS WHAT THEY ARE POWN TO/ 
AUABASTER SAYS THAT THE WHOLE 
STINKING LOT OP THEM ARE ABUZZ 
V ABOUT THEIR “SECRET y/ 
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A GHOSUY PORW 
MA-reRA.L.IZeS... 


-me wweeus are in 
MOTION: WITHIN ONE HOUR 
THE MOSKUUS WIUU HAVE THEIR 
"STEAM-HEAMOUTH" ABOVE C3ROUNO 
ANO POSITIONEO IN GREAT OCTOBER'S 
FIEUO. WE MAV WEUU SUEEP 
IN THE TUNNEUS 
TONIGHT/ 


wrcH?^ 

P>Lyvc£,C::r 


KOOPON 


CHECKPOIN“r 

Lt^Z^RENO 


POlf^ J 


TCONOMiCW 


r VOU are very ^ 
CONCERNEP...I KNOW THAT, 
ANO I KNOW THAT WE HAVE DAMN 
GOOD REASON TO BE-YES. 

L. I KNOW THAT TOO/ A 


MCHEM 

»«I 4 UZH»n 


®GWVN)« 

C 4 VE, 

,S2SSS!K«i„ , 


CR>CvOi<. 

e><3TE/ 







Hg HAS NOT 

r YET ARRtVEP. SO YOU PO ' 
NOT KNOW THg WHEREABOUTS 
OF YOUR BROTHER ANY BETTER 
V THAN WE?.' WHAT IS T a 
WITH HIM?.' 


COUNSELOR ^ 
CHAPMEN, HAVE 
WE NO WORD OF THE 
\ LANKY MAN? ^ 


/< HIS ARROGANCE 
AND RESULTANT TARDINESS WILL 
CAUSE OUR LIVES TO HORRIBLY 
V CHANGE--PERKAPS > 
FOREVER. 


'Ni HAVE LIVED 

r ABOVE GROUND SINCE ^ 
BEFORE THE BIRTH OF MV GREAT 
GRANDFATHER.. .AND TO THINK 
OF THAT FILTHY A 


SITTING 


r IN OUR CHAIRS ^ 
AND FARTING IN OUR 
CHAMBERS— WHILE WE ROT 
BENEATH THE GROUND; 

V KNEE-DEEP IN THEIR ^ 
\„^RANCIO WASTE.^,x^ 


AND IF WHAT 
^ YOU SAY ABOUT 
THIS STEAM-HEMOUTH 
. IS TRUE- 

N. ALABASTER... 


^ THE LANKY ” 
MAN WOULDN’T 
STAND A CHANCE 
^ ANYHOW, y 
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AN IMPOSSIBLY FAST MECHA-FISH SLICES 
A SILEm PATH THROUGH WARM OCEAN 
WATERS. THE MECHA-FISH, A PRODUCT 
OF THE INSANE HNKERINSS OF AN 
ANCIENT WIZARD HAS SERVED MANT 
MASTERS. BLTT NONE AS DASHING AS THE 
ROGUE KNOWN TO ALL WHO MATTER AS- 


-THE LANK/ MAN. 








I tPONT KNOW 
r ABOUT TMIS PELLOW 
HERE, GANNA. HE IS INC7EEO 
STUR!?Y— BUT ISN'T HE A SIT ON 
THE OOCIUE SICPE? HE IS THICK IN 
THE HEAD AS WEUI-... WHAT SORT 
N. OF ARMAMENT IS THIS? * 


HE IS 
NO UANKY 
MAN--NOT AT 
N AUU/ > 


WELL. THE 
UANKY MAN ISN'T 
HERE NOW IS HEP/ AND 
THIS ONE HERE NEEDS AS 
MUCH ARMOR AND AS MANY 
. WEAPONS AS HE 
CAN CARRY. 


GUUP AS 

^ MUCH OF THIS FRESH ^ 
AIR AS YOU CAN DRAW MY 
FRIENDS.. .THE TIME Of RECKONING 
k DRAWS NEAR. ..AS BUIUDS MY . 
DREADFUL FEAR/ 



SMASM 

H/M/ 


CffUSM 

MM/ 


STAMP 

YOUB GHOUNP- 
. TARAS' 


f CONPIPENCe, 
MAN' CONPIpeNCe,' 
YOU CAN 

^ STAMP/ ^ 


THE WIND SHIFTS 
AS TIME CHIMES 
INTO THE PAST. 
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AND; AS IT IS CUSTOMARY 
FOR HEROES OF SUCH 
FORTITUDE... 


THE LANKY MAN 
ARRIVES IN THE 
KNICK OF TIME.' 


THIS IS NOT ' 
GOING TO se EASY.' 
THAT IS ONE BURLY 
LOOKING FOe.' WE 
► NEED A PLAN,' . 


WHOO-WEE' 
THANK THE 
GODS' 


AND OF >;■ 
f COURSE I MUST ' 
MILK MY AWESOME 
GENIUS TO FORMULATE 
THAT PLAN.' DON'T GET 
< KILLEO--I WILL BE 
N. RIGHT BACK.' y/ 


~ IS HE ^ 
TALKIN' TO THAT 
BAT?.' HE’S A 
. LOON— HE IS.' 
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r <SUT H/M.' ^ 
cur M/M' SP/U 
S. M/s GUTS' . 


NOW. 


/ I OUT 
I MANUV0R 
YOU- 

f I OUT X 
I THINK YOU. ) 
ANP t ^ 
OUT CLASS ) J 
YOU/ J ^ 




' ARE you BEADY TO ^ 
DRAG YOUR SMEUUY ASSES 
BACK UNDERGROUNDp OR 
DO 1 HAVE TO MESS 
YOU UP?.' 


^WEUU..!^ 
WHEN YOU 
PUT IT THAT 
. WAY...^ 


BUUPOH IS 
GOING TO HAVE MY 
EARS PICKUED AFTER HE 
SNACKS ON MY UIVER 
AND SnUU SEATING 
HEART— 


EVEN GET A SMIUE FROM 
YOU? OB DO YOU THINK THAT 
THEY ABE BENEATH YOUR 
V. COUNTENANCE? 


I GAVE THEM ^S. 

< THE WY FOR ANOTVI6R \ 
YEAR, THEY PONT CAKE 
ABOUT ME ..JUST THAT I CAME 
TO THEIR AfP—BBSfPBS- WE’RE 
1>TE FOR THE RESCUE OF THE 
L BIPPEN'HEE PRINCESS— J 
2V.^ AKNT we? 



SHOULD HOVE JUST STOVED 
AT THE HILL COUNTING LESS. 
NOW, I LOST ONE.. 


THE WORST THINS IS 
I'M FORCED TO RUN... 
WHAT COULD BE N£)CT? 


THIS IS INSANE... 
DUMB. SWPIBt 






ABB you SURE TVilS SW 
tSNT UP TO SOMETHINir... 
LIKE EATINO US? 


HE WANTS US BAOK 
IN THE CA6t, PUMMy.' 


wwy DON'T you 

JUST SHUT UP? 




I DOJT KN0W.-l?(3eSNT 
UXa LIKE A SHIP TO ME. 







ouEss rou'RB Hk>HT...t.ers 
HOPE we CAN MAKE WORK. 





I 0C3*JT nti WELL-. , I 
THINK I HAVE AMNESIA. 
WHATS AMNESIA? I 
CANT REMEMBER. 





rrs wcwKii*; 


THIS ISN’T A SHIP.. -ITS 

A COLP-BLOOOEP AAORPHgPe. 



IMN. TVUS IS 
HEAVY... FEEL UKE 
I'M SEIH^ TURNEI7 
WTO STSeU JBUO 


CANT SEE MUCH 
PROM WERE— WHERE 
ARE WE NOW? 



WE'RE BEIKKr TURNER B/UTK 
IMTO WHAT WE HEAU./ ARE.. 


FARTS OF TVIE MACHINE 
THAT STRA/EP TOO FAR.. 


WE'RE BEINO 
CONSUMER ALIVE/ 





iiip“ 








rrs All CVEB BABE— 
WE'RE FINAUY HOME' 


rWATS IT,..POUUW ME. 
THIS IS ALU I ^BED TO KEEP 
My HOTnWO BRAIN WORKING. 


HSy PAL.. .WHERE 

ARE you? 





HAWM...U30KS LIKE A 
SHIP — HOPE IT WORKS. 
SOTTA 60 SOMEWHERE. 



FFFI 

GALLERY 

teaturint the arlisl Known as 

ZooK 

Zook is a traditionally trained artist from day one. He sites his Father, also a 
professional Illustrator, as encouraging his growth in the visual arts from an early 
age. Starting out in the movie industry as a story-boarder and 
conceptual movie poster artist, he soon turned his focus to the realm of fantasy 
art. Medium of choice: Oils. Subject Matter: Could be anything as long as it's 
done well. Origin of name: Carribean; nickname when he used to bartend there 
in his earlier years. Passion: Harley's, his beautiful wife and great art. 
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I SPieP THH BATTie AS fT VAOBO . 
FAR B6U?W My TCJW6R PEHCK 
ANP AS I FEAR£P, TWE REPORTS 
WERE TRUE, 


TWE vVyR-Vtl-ES, PIS0UST1N(> 
ANP FOUU AS TWey WERE, 
WAP SUCCEEPEP - - - - 


, p\&msa ' 

■ TWEIH WAy UP TO TVIE SURFACE 

WORLP. THEIR ^UMBERS, 

I EVEN MORE STAOOERINO THAN , 
K I COUlV'/t IMA(FIN£P. i 

■ EASIUy O/BOCAMB THE I 

f LIOHT PERIMETER PEFE^5E5 1 
' TVIAT WERE IN PtACE. ^ 


AS WORP WAP SPREAP 
AMON<J TWE SURFACE PWEU.ERS, 
UNEASy AUIANCES WERE MAPE. 
BEAUTIFUL, ENCWAMTEP CMItPREN 
' OF THE SOPS FOUSKT AUONS 
SfPE THOSE THAT WERE 
WRAPPER IN THE BLACKEST 

OPMASJC. I 


I WE WAP TO ALL/ 
I BUT (T WASN'T 
I ENOUOW. 


PERWAPS rr 
NEVER WAS. 


I OUR COM8INBP ARMIES CONFROWTEP 
' THE WyR-VlLE WOARPS AT THE NORTHERN I 
MOST BORPER OP My TEHRirOR/. VICTORT ' 
LOOKER TO BE SWIFT IN COMINS FOR US, 
BUT THE BATTLE TURNER ANP THE ARMT OP 
PRAOONS WAS LOST. RETREAT WAS j 
I CALLER ANP THE BATTLE FOLLOWER I 
r BACK TO My STRONOHOLP, AS MV ARMV I 
OF UNPEAP SPILL THROUGH My 1 

^ FORTRESS SATES, I SEE IT IS || 

* TOO UTE FOR MY ALLIES, ■ 


, NOW THE WYR-'/itES 
HAVE ONLV ONE FOE LEFT 
ANP I FEAR THEM- ANP 
THEIR HATREP FOR ME. 


THE MISHTY WINSEP PRASON 
VUREP-MARE. HIS BROTHERS 
'ANP FRIBNPS LOST IN THE NORTH, 
IS NOW FOREVER SROUNPEP ANP 
i CONSUMER BY HIS OWN FIRES. 


THE ANSELIC SIANT SA8RIELL 
NOT A HUNPREP VARPS AWAV, ' 
IS ALSO BtUTUSHT POWN BY THE 
WyR-VILE MASSES, HER BEAUTY 
SUR1%7UNPEP BY THE BOPIES 
OF HER SLAIN ENEMY. ' 





THf UNPf/lP COMTlNUgP TH6I8 
SPlRneSS FKrWT FOR M£, THgtR 
BORIFS ANIMATED BV TVIE BU30R 
OF TWeiR VTOWS. IT IS /S 
, PAMOEROUSLT WEAK SPEUL. 
THOUOR AMP IT WILL ONiV 
LAST SO LONO. 


SLJT WyR'VILE SLOOP, EVEN 
WHEN PLOWING IN RIVERS, HUNS 
THIN. ANP SO THE SPELL <VlNNOT 
PULL MUCH STHENOTH PROM IT. 
I CAN SEE MY ARMVS NUMBERS 
PWiNPLINS, ANP WITH IT 
MY CHANCES. 


I SUMMON MY I 
STRONGEST 
NECROMANCERS, 
POWERFUL SOUL 
STEALERS IN THEIR 
OWN RIOHT, ANP 
WE PREPARE 
OURSELVES FOR 
A FINAL PUSH. 


TO OUR ASTONISHMENT 
THE CLOUPS BEPIN TO 
PART AS A STRANPE 
ALIEN OBJECT LOWERS 
FROM THE SKV. 






THEN SOMETHINP HAPPENS. 
SOMETHINP MORE PELT TUAN 
SEEN. ANP WE ALL TUPtN TO 
Vn WHERE THE FORCE EMANATES. 





rr WAS A THINO fBOM 
asYOND oua worlp, 
AIMXr aeCKVNtNir, 
K7R US TO MAKE (WTAOT. 


Twe BATae hap comb ro 

AN lAUAEPtATE HAtT AS ALL 
STAREP IN PI58EUEF AT THE 
OBJECT ASOYB TME«. EVEN 
THE WVR-V1UES, WHO UP UNTIL 
THIS POWT HAP STOPPEP AT 
MOTHtNO IN THEIR ANNIHILATION 
OF THE SURFACE WORLP, NOW 
STOOP IN MOTIONLESS AWE. 


I KNEW WHAT I 
HAP TO 00. ANP 
AT ONCE X LEAPT 
AT A SERVANT, 
KNIFE IN HANP 
HEAPV TO MAKE 
THE SACRIFICE. 


REMOVING HIS 
ORCANS, I CAST 
THEM OLTTIN AN 
ATTEMPT TO LINK 
MVSELP WITH 
THE OBJECT. 


PAIN SHcn- 
THROUOH 
ME AS X WAS 
ENOULFEP IN A 
POWER Of 
UNBELIEVABLE 
STRENOTH- 


A PATH BURNER TUROUOH ME 
ANP X BECAME AWARE. XT 
THEN OPENEP ITSELF UP TO ME. 




I W45 IN COUTACT WITU TUB 
ALIEN MNP. rrs' SCC*>6 
WA6 UNIMA(>INABLE, AMP 
IT HIP N(7ailN<> fOOM ME. 


IT WAS A SHIP OP UNPATHOMA3LE AOE, 
CREW LONO PEAP, THE BIO'<7ROANfC J 
ENITTY WANPEREP THE UNIVERSE IN 1 
SEARCH OP IMTELLISEMT LIPE, IN SEARCH 
OP A CREW, IN SEARCH OP COMPASSION. ' 
IT WANPEREP PAST MV HOME PUNET 
ANP PICKEP UP ON TVIE OATHERINO Op i 
MENTAL POWER PROM M/ CHAMBERS. \ 


IN ME IT MAPE A CONNECTION. 
THROUGH ME IT WfTNESSEP THE 
REPUy OP THE BATH-E WITW THE 
WYH-VILES, ANP PROM ME IT 
LEARNEP TO HATE THEM. 


IT SAW MY OPPERINO AS A 
PLEA POR ITS' HELP TO VANQUISH 
OUR NOW COUYKM ENEMT. 


I IN RETURN I PROMISEP IT 
COMPANIONSHIP, I P(%PMiSEP 
I TO ENP THE LONELT JOURNET 
rr HAP BEEN ON. 




A CMANCe- I 

A CHANCE SO SUM 
TWAT I KNEW I WAP TO ' 
TAKE rr. THE WAT I , 
SEE rr, EfTHER WAT 
I WAS U?ST. 1 


FROM WrtHIN OUR BOW I 
UA9 MEARR THE FOWERFUU 
BEAT1NO HEART OF THE SEINO. 
I AND A TMOOOHT STREAKER 
I THROUOH ME. 


I SUMMONEP 
SERVANT OVER. 


THE 8LAPE STRUCK HOME SO PAST ' 
SHE COULPNT POSSIBUy HAVE FEUT 
tr. I PEFTuy MATE THE PANOEHOUS 
THIRP CONNECTION WtTH HER AS ' 
SHE t?!EP, THEN PASSEP IT TO 
THE AUEN ANP WITWPREW MY 
CONNECTION FROM THEM BOTH. 


IT WILL WRENCH THAT SOUL FREE ANP ^ 
'AKE yOURS JUST AS OUICKLY. ITIS AN r 
ABSOLUTE THAT I HAVE COME TO KNOW- \ 


you SEE IN MAOIC, THAT 
IS. IN THE DARKEST OF MAOC, 
you NEVER WANT TO BE 
CONNECTED TO A SOUL THAT IS 
TORN PROM THE BOPy BY PEATH- 


BECAUSE DEATH 
DOESN'T CARE. 


AS -rue 6EINO CRASHED INTO 
THE OHDUNP IT TORE OPEN, 
SPILLINO ITS' POWERFUL BLOOD 
ONTO THE EARTH. 


■ THE THICK OREEN LIQUID 
COVEHEPTHE BATTLEFIELD 
I ANP I PRAYED THAT MY 
SPELL WOULD STILL HOLD. 


I SUDDENLY OABRIELL STIRRED, 
THEN SWORD IN HAND, HER UNPEAD 
BODY ROSE ANP I COMMANDED HER 
TO ONCE AOAIN FIOHT.' 





SHE ANC' HER Z>OAOON 
UJRP COMPANION PIP 
PIOHT. NO UPNOER AS 
COMMANPERS, 8UT 
AS «y SERVANTS. 


I THE 5TRENOTW OP THE 
AUEN BLOOP MIXEP WITH . 
THEIR UNPEAP PLESH ANP 
TMEV BSCAMB LIKE STONE. 


OREAT STONE OtANTS THAT 
I MOVEP ACROSS THE 
BATTVEPIELP, CUTHNO ANP 
BURNING OREAT SWATHS 
. OP WTR-V1LE6 nOWN. 


THROOOH THE NIOHT THE 
UPPSIPEP BATTVE HAOEP AS 
MULTrrUPES OP WVR'VILES 
HOSE UP PROM THE 
UNPEROROUNP POR THEIR 
NOW POOMEP CAUSE. 


ANP WITH PAWN CAME > 
■VICrORy. THE W/R-VIlE 
WERE PRIVEN BACK , 
k UNPEROROUNP. 


THE LPANO CELEBRATEP 
THEIR RIOHTEOUS VICTORS 
THEN UEPT TO RETURN TO 
THEIR PAMILIES. 


THE OREAT STONE-LIKE 
UNPEAP IPOLS EVENTUALiy 
WERE LOST TO THE WEAKENINO 
OF THE SPELL, ANP I WAS 
AOAIN ALONE. 


ANP STILL I AM TROUBLEP. 
I HAVE WON THE BATTLE 
AOAINST THE WW-VILE. 
BUT HOW MANV LIE IN WAIT 
BENEATH THE SURFACE? 
THE/ WILL SURELY RISE 
UP ONCE MORE. 


ANP WHEN THEY PO, 
WHAT BLOOP WILL I 
FINP TO SPILL FOR M> 
PROTECTION THEN? 


MINE TO REVEL OR TO 
WONPER OH TO CRY OUT 
IN SELFISH VICTORY. BUT 
MINE NONETHELESS. 





THE SEED 


BY SEtH FiSHEK 




WE mrO& N JUMZEMB/T AS THE OTV 60EW M) SffiW. 
I^E WHO HAD ALWAYS MADE A LVN6 OPP THE LAMD. 
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4 will 

Sf ?-h- f'?WiAP™j 
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THE CfTV STOPPK) SC0MN6 AT ABOUT 
>00 6I6AT0NS AND THE >JBV 
MWANTS ACPVEO SHOeTLV AFTEC, 


THEV k«.COM£D US IVITH OPEN ASUS. 
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I WMK W TH6 SS«-7 810- 
AMMATION eeSEAeCH COIAPLEX. 


9JT eECeWTLV, THe UM)«fieOlM) eEPOfiMATlON HAS HAO SOLD 
WAS AND I SS6M TO PLAY A LEAD BOLE W THW EQUATION. 



/ 

U 

in 
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SOME OP THC PCOCeSSK I WO« WITH «E TOTALLV i>«a>ICTA8LE. 



flUT W?T ALL OP THEM. 


AND NOW THE VEfiV TECHNOLOSV THAT 
THIS LMN6 crry imposed holds OUS 
G6EATEST HOPES POC SALVATION. 


0(JS MASTERS A0E NOT CfiUEL AND P06 AU THAT 
THEV HAVE PCOVDED, THIS MUST SEEM MOST IWSCATERJL 



BUT IT WAS A OeSTWY 
I PC W7T CHOOSE, 
AfJD THIS S NOT THE 
HOME UV PATHEfl 
PeOMISEO ME. 











POe THIS I Iku SSATePUL. 













